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Detailed Action 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this 
section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described In a printed publication in this or a 
foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior 
to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 16 - 40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Coiiins, III et ai. (U.S. Patent 5,845,090). 

As per independent claim 16: 

Collins teaches an agent system which can be installed on 
computers connected In a computer network, comprising: 

• an agent platform which comprises service programs 
required In order for the agent system to be executed on the 
respective computers [e.g., see "Hop Server 4" and 
associated discussion col. 3, beginning line 16], 

• an agent system controller [see Transfer Tool 11, and 
associated discussion col. 5, beginning line 22] which 
comprises an agent system launcher [see Remote Package 

Manager discussion col. 5, line 65: ''The Remote Pacl<age Manager 
(23) returns indications to the Network Management Server by placing them on its 
own Outbound Package Queue (20), where the Package Transfer Agent (21) 
transmits them to the Network Management Station. In acting on a transmitted 
Software Package, the Remote Package Manager manipulates the local file system 
(25), and stores backout images in the Remote Package Archive (22) when 

appropriate" ; See also col. 6, beginning line 52] to be loaded 
onto a client computer Independently of a reminder of the 
agent system and Is used for loading the agent system from 
a host computer, such that, before the agent system Is 
loaded from the host computer onto the client computer, the 
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agent system launcher sends an identifier [see ''(9) target 
for transfer (target computer, group or profile", col. 5, line 

33; see also col. 5, line 57: "Return notifications are placed by the 
Pacl<age Transfer Agent (17) on its own Inbound Pacl<age Queue (19), for 

transmission to tlie Network jvianagement Server."] identifying at leaSt One 

of client computer hardware and client computer software, 
the identifier being sent to the host computer [e.g., see 
transmission of software package using a package transfer 
agent and associated discussion col. 5, beginning line 14] , 
and 

• an agent system update program to be installed on the host 
computer to adjust the agent system based on the identifier 
and at ieast one of client computer hardware and client 
computer software, and then to transmit the agent system 
to the client computer [see Package Transfer Agent 16 and 
associated discussion col. 5, beginning line 38]. 



As per independent claim 24: 

This claim is rejected for the same reasons detailed above in the 
rejection of independent claim 1, and also for the following 
additional reasons: 

Collins teaches a computer network having a plurality of 
computers, comprising: 

• a host computer [e.g., see "Hop Server 4" and associated 
discussion col. 3, beginning line 16]; 

• a client computer [see 'Target Systems" col. 5, line 61; 

• data lines connecting the host and client computers [col. 2, 

line 29. ' Any digital computer electrically connected to the network is a potential 
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Distribution Target, while one or more computers are pre-designated as the Networl< 
■Management Server for a given networlc."]; and 

• an agent system comprising: 

o an agent system launclier loaded onto tlie client 
computer to send to the host computer an identifier 
identifying at least one of client computer hardware 
and client computer software and to subsequently load 
the agent system onto the client computer [see Remote 
Package Manager discussion col. 5, line 65: ''The Remote 

Pacl<age IManager (23) returns indications to the Networic IManagement Server 
by placing them on its own Outbound Pacl<age Queue (20), where the 
Package Transfer Agent (21) transmits them to the Network l^lanagement 
station. In acting on a transmitted Software Package, the Remote Package 
Manager manipulates the local file system (25), and stores backout images in 

the Remote Package Archive (22) when appropriate" ; See alSO COl. 6, 

beginning line 57: ''Return notifications are placed by the Package 
Transfer Agent (17) on its own Inbound Package Queue (19), for transmission 

to the Network Management Server."], and 

o an agent system update program installed on the host 
computer to adjust the agent system based on the 
identifier and at least one of client computer hardware 
and client computer software, and then to transmit the 
agent system to the client computer [see Package 
Transfer Agent 16 and associated discussion col. 5, 
beginning line 38]. 

As per independent claim 31: 

This claim is rejected for the same reasons detailed above in the 
rejection of the preceding independent claims, and also for the 
following additional reasons: 

Collins teaches a method for loading a system from a host 
computer to a client computer, comprising: 
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• agent system launcher sending an identifier identifying at 
least one of hardware and software of the client computer, 
the identifier being sent from an agent system launcher 
loaded on the client computer, the identifier being sent to 
the host computer [see Remote Package Manager discussion 

col. 5, line 65: ^^The Remote Package Manager (23) returns indications to the 
Network Management Server by placing them on its own Outbound Package Queue 
(20), where the Package Transfer Agent (21) transmits them to the Network 
Management Station. In acting on a transmitted Software Package, the Remote 
Package Manager manipulates the local file system (25), and stores backout images 

in the Remote Package Archive (22) when appropriate" ; 566 alSO COl. 6, 

beginning line 57: e.g., "'Return notifications are placed by the Package 
Transfer Agent (17) on its own Inbound Package Queue (19), for transmission to the 
Netwdrk Management Server/'] ^ 

• compiling an agent system adjusted to at least one of 
hardware and software of the client computer based on the 
identifier received at the host computer from the client 
computer, the agent system being compiled by an agent 
system update program Installed on the host computer [see 

discussion col. 6, beginning line 19: ''a Package (39) may contain a 
pre-build method (26) which is messaged prior to assembling the package data files 
each time the package is transferred. For example, information may be extracted 
from a database, and placed into the Central Package Archive prior to building the 
package for transfer each time it is transferred. A Package may contain a post-build 
method (27), which is messaged after the build is complete each time a package is 
transferred. A Package will contain both installation (28) and backout methods (29). 
A Package may contain a pre-install method (30), which is messaged on each target 
computer prior to installing the Package. A Package may contain a post-install 
method (31), which is messaged after a successful installation on the target 
computer. A Package may contain a pre-backout method (32) which is messaged 
prior to backing the Package out on the Target computer. A Package may contain a 
post-backout method (33) which is messaged after a successful backout of the 
Package on the Target computer. A Command Package may contain a System 
Administration Command method (34), which performs some system administration 
function on the Target computer. A Command Package may contain a Reverse 
System Administration Command method (35) which reverses the effects of the 
System Administration Command method (34). A Distribution or Collection Package 
may contain a Dynamic File Manifest (36) which specifies the files to collect at 
package build time on the NMS, or at data collection time on the Target system. The 
Package must contain a Package File Manifest (37), specifying the files contained in 
the Package (if any), their attributes, and their sizes. Finally, the Package may 
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contain data files (38), binaries, text, executables, etc. for transmission to the Target 
computer."] 

• transmitting the agent system to tlie client computer [see 
transmission step, col. 5, line 60]; and 

• loading the agent system on the client computer by the 
agent system launcher [see Package Transfer Agent 16 and 
associated discussion col. 5, beginning line 38]. 

As per independent claim 40: 

This claim is rejected for the same reasons detailed above in the 
rejection of the preceding independent claims, and also for the 
following additional reasons: 

Collins teaches a method for loading a system from a host 
computer to a client computer, comprising: 

• sending an identifier from the client computer to the host 
computer, the identifier identifying at least one of client 
computer hardware and client computer software [see "(9) 
target for transfer (target computer, group or profile", col. 5, 

line 33; see also col. 5, line 57: "'Return notifications are placed by the 
Package Transfer Agent (17) on its own Inbound Package Queue (19), for 

transmission to the Network Management Server."], 

• adjusting an agent system to at least one of client computer 
hardware and client computer software based on the 
identifier, the agent system being adjusted at the host 
computer [see discussion col. 6, beginning line 19: > Package 

(39) may contain a pre-build method (26) which is messaged prior to assembling the 
package data files each time the package is transferred ... See rejection Of 

claim 31 above] ; 



• transmitting the agent system to the client computer [col. 6, 
line 17, i.e., "agent program"; see also package transfer 
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agent discussion, e.g., COi. 5, line 59: ''The package Transfer Agent 
transmits Packages on its Outbound Package Queue (18) to one or more Target 
Systems, which receive the Package through their Package Transfer Agent (21)"] 

and 

• ioading tine agent system on the ciient computer [see 

discussion col. 5, beginning line 59: e.g.,''The Package Transfer 
Agent transmits Packages on its Outbound Package Queue (18) to one or more 
Target Systems, which receive the Package through their Package Transfer Agent 
(21)."] 

As per dependent claim 17: 

Collins teaciies the agent system launcher is designed both for 
loading a full agent system and for loading parts of the agent 
system [see Package Transfer Agent 16 and associated discussion 
col. 5, beginning line 38]. 

As per dependent claim 18: 

Collins teaches the agent system launcher tests at least one of 
hardware and software of the client computer in order to produce 

the identifier [e.g., see "if the Package Type is collection, then the Transfer 
Daemon messages the Package to initiate data collection (47) on the Target. If the 
collection Is a success (50), then the collected data is placed In Package format, and 

transmitted to the specified Collection Receiver (53). At every step, the Transfer Daemon 
notifies the NMS of its progress and result (54). When complete (55), the Transfer Daemon 

re-scans its Inbound Package Queue for additional work." and aSSOCldted 

discussion col. 7, beginning line 24] . 
As per dependent claim 19: 

Collins teaches the agent system launcher compares a version of 
a previous agent system installed on the client computer with a 
version of the agent system which can be loaded from 
the host computer [see, e.g., ''Distribution Streams" discussion 
col. 8, beginning line 10]. 

As per dependent claim 20: 
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Collins teaches the agent system is an agent system for mobile 
agents [see Paclcage Transfer Agent 16 and associated discussion 
col. 5, beginning line 38]. 

As per dependent claim 21: 

Collins teaches the agent system launcher tests at least one of 
hardware and software of the client computer in order to produce 
the identifier [see ''Transfer Daemon" discussion col. 6, beginning 
line 58]. 

As per dependent claim 22: 

Collins teaches the agent system launcher compares a version of 
a previous agent system installed on the client computer with a 
version of the agent system which can be loaded from 
the host computer [see Package Transfer Agent 16 and 
associated discussion col. 5, beginning line 38; see also Pre- 
Backout methods 32, fig. 3, discussion col. 6, line 32]. 

As per dependent claim 23: 

See the rejection of claim 20 above. 

As per dependent claim 25: 

Collins teaches at least one of the computers is a mobile 
computer [see discussion col. 1, beginning line 35]. 

As per dependent claim 26: 

Collins teaches the mobile computer is connected to the 
computer network by a nonpermanent data line [see: col. 7, 

beginning line 35, e.g., ''Notall computers are electrically connected to the 
internetwork at all times. They are sometimes "off-line". Therefore, a mechanism is 
implemented in the present invention to accommodate computers which connect 

occasionally."]. 

As per dependent claim 27: 

See the rejection of claim 17 above. 
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As per dependent claim 28: 

See the rejection of claim 18 above. 

As per dependent claim 29: 

See the rejection of claim 19 above. 

As per dependent claim 30: 

See the rejection of claim 20 above. 

As per dependent claim 32: 

Collins teaches the agent system launcher first checl<s whether a 
previous agent system is already installed on the client computer, 
if the previous agent system is installed, the agent system 
launcher tests whether an update is possible or required and 
whether the previous agent system is in operation, and 
if an update is possible or required and the previous agent 
system is in operation, the operation of the agent system is 
terminated so that it can be updated [see Remote Package 

Manager discussion col. 5, line 65: ''The Remote Package Manager (23) 
returns indications to the Network Management Server by placing them on its own 
Outbound Package Queue (20), where the Package Transfer Agent (21) transmits them to 
the Network Management Station. In acting on a transmitted Software Package, the Remote 
Package Manager manipulates the local file system (25), and stores backout images in the 

Remote Package Archive (22) when appropriate" ; See alSO COl. 6, beginning line 

57: e.Q.. ^ Return notifications are placed by the Package Transfer Agent (17) on its own 

Inbound Package Queue (19), for transmission to the Network Management Server."; See 

also 'Transfer Daemon" discussion col. 6, beginning line 58]. 
As per dependent claims 33 & 34: 

Collins teaches a call to the host computer involves the client 
computer sending the identifier to the host computer and then 
receiving the agent system from the host computer [see Package 
Transfer agent discussion col. 5, lines 55-65]. 
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As per dependent claim 35: 

Collins teaches if a previous agent system is loaded on the client 
computer, determining Whether the previous agent system should 
be updated and updating the previous agent system [e.g., see 
"Distribution Backout" and associated discussion col. 7, beginning 
line 1]. 

As per dependent claim 36: 
Collins teaches: 

• testing whether an update is possible in principle, if an 
update is possible, sending a version identifier to the host 
computer [col. 6, e.g., "Remote Package Manager 23" 
discussion beginning line 1]; 

• sending to the client computer version information indicating 
a most recent agent system which can be loaded from the 
host computer [see "software package" and "agent program" 
discussion col. 6, lines 8-18]; 

• comparing the version identifier with the version 
information, and if the coniparison reveals that the version 
which can be loaded from the host computer is more up to 
date than the version of the previous agent system which is 
on the client computer, updating the previous agent system 
[see "Transfer Daemon" discussion col. 6, beginning line 
58]. 

As per dependent claim 37: 

Collins teaches wherein comparing the version identifier with the 
version information involves testing whether separable parts of 
the agent system on the host computer are more up to date than 
corresponding separable parts of the previous agent system on 
the client computer, and if separable parts on the host computer 
are more up to date, then only the separable parts of the 
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previous agent system are updated [see ''Transfer Daemon" 
discussion col. 6, beginning line 58]. 



As per dependent claims 38 & 39: 

Collins teaches wherein the identifier comprises information on 
the client computer selected from the group consisting of memory 
size, type of display, typical processing speed, type of network 
and system software used [e.g., see "Criteria mechanism" and 
associated discussion col. 8, beginning line 22]. 



Prior Art not relied upon: 

Please refer to the references listed on the attached PTO-892 
which are not relied upon in the claim rejections detailed above. 
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